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CHAHAL DAINIK GAZETTE (CDG)
EXERCISE AUSTRA HIND 22

Context: The bilateral training exercise “AUSTRA HIND 22” between 
contingents of the Indian Army and the Australian Army will be held 
recently. 

Key details:
•	 This	is	the	first	exercise	in	the	series	of	AUSTRA	HIND	with	

participation of all arms and services contingent from both 
armies.

•  The Indian Army is represented by troops from the DOGRA 
Regiment. 

•  Exercise AUSTRA HIND will be a yearly event that will be 
conducted alternatively in India and Australia. 

•  Aim: 

	to build positive military relations, 

	imbibe each other’s best practices and

	promote the ability to operate together 

	undertaking multi-domain operations in Semi deserts 
terrain under a UN peace enforcement mandate.

Dogra Regiment

•  The Dogra Regiment is an infantry regiment of the 
Indian Army. 

•  The regiment traces its roots directly from the 17th 
Dogra Regiment of the British Indian Army. 

•  When transferred to the Indian Army, the numeral 
prefix was removed. 

•  Dogra regiment has a fixed class composition: 

	50 percent from Himachal Pradesh, 

	25 percent from Jammu and Kashmir, and 

	Rest from Punjab.

EXERCISE HARIMAU SHAKTI - 2022 

Context: India - Malaysia joint military Exercise Harimau Shakti 
-2022 commenced in Malaysia recently. 

Key details:
•  Exercise HARIMAU SHAKTI is an annual training event 

between the Indian and Malaysian Army which is being 
conducted since 2012.

•  Combat-experienced troops of the GARHWAL RIFLES 
Regiment of Indian Army are participating in the exercise. 

•  The scope of this exercise involves a Command Planning 
Exercise (CPX) at the Battalion level and Company level 
Field Training Exercise (FTX) on sub-conventional 
operations in jungle terrain.

About Garhwal Rifles

•		 The	 Garhwal	 Rifles	 is	 an	 infantry regiment of the 
Indian Army. 

•  It was originally raised in 1887 as the 39th (Garhwal) 
Regiment of the Bengal Army. 

•  It is mainly made up of Garhwali people from seven 
districts of Uttarakhand’s Garhwal region.

•  The regiment has a specialised scout battalion 
Garhwal Scouts, it is an elite infantry battalion 
specializing in long range reconnaissance and High-
altitude warfare. 

•  Garhwal Scouts are stationed permanently at 
Joshimath. 

•		 Unlike	 regular	 rifle	 regiments,	 they	 are	 one of ten 
such units marching in the regular paces used in 
the Indian Army’s ceremonies.

INDIA’S SARAS RADIO TELESCOPE

Context: India’s SARAS radio telescope provides astronomers clues 
to	the	nature	of	Universe’s	first	stars	and	galaxies.

Key details:
•  Radio Spectrum 3 (SARAS) telescope is indigenously 

designed and was deployed over Dandiganahalli 
Lake and Sharavati backwaters, located in Northern 
Karnataka, in early 2020. 

	Saras was built to deploy in India a precision radio 
telescope to detect extremely faint radio wave 
signals from the depths of time, when the first stars 
and galaxies formed in the early Universe.

	It is the first telescope worldwide to reach the 
required sensitivity and cross-verify the claim of 
the signal detection.

	The telescope was first deployed in Timbaktu in 
Anantapur district. 

	In 2020, the radio telescope was deployed in lakes 
in Northern Karnataka, on Dandiganahalli Lake and 
Sharavati backwaters.

WET LEASING OF AIRCRAFT

Context: In	efforts	to	boost	international	air	traffic,	the	civil	aviation	
ministry has allowed Indian airlines to take wide-body planes on 
wet lease for up to one year.

What is wet leasing?
•  Wet leasing means taking the plane along with 

operating crew and engineers.

	Dry leasing refers to taking only the aircraft on rent.
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•  The technical term for wet leasing is ACMI which stands 
for aircraft, crew, maintenance and insurance. 

•  Operations of an aircraft on wet lease are more difficult 
for the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) to 
monitor, which is why it is allowed for shorter durations.

Why airlines lease aircraft
•  About half the planes used by airlines around the 

world are not owned but leased. 
•  Airlines and aircraft operators prefer leasing planes in 

order to avoid massive lump sum payments that buying 
them would entail, and to quickly increase capacity, 
perhaps temporarily, on certain routes or sectors.

Directorate General of Civil Aviation
•  The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is a 

statutory body to regulate civil aviation in India. 
•  It became a statutory body under the Aircraft 

(Amendment) Act, 2020. 
•  Functions:

	It investigates aviation accidents and incidents,

	Maintains all regulations related to aviation 

	It is responsible for issuance of licenses 
pertaining to. 

•  Headquarters: New Delhi.

NATIONAL JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS COMMISSION

Context: The Supreme Court recently linked the bitter failure 
of the National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) to the 
government’s willingness to “cross some Rubicons” and take on the 
judiciary by delaying Collegium recommendations.

Key details:
•  The top court had struck down the NJAC, which gave 

the government an equal say in judicial appointments, in 
2015. 

•  The judgment had revived the Collegium system of judicial 
appointments.

What was the NJAC?
•  The NJAC proposes to make the appointment of high 

court and Supreme Court judges and chief justices more 
transparent. 

•  They will be selected by the commission, whose members 
will be drawn from the judiciary, legislature and civil 
society.

•  It was supposed to replace the collegium system. 

•  With the NJAC amendment, Articles 124 A, B and C were 
added to the Constitution to make the NJAC valid.

Who were supposed to be the members of NJAC?
•  The CJI will be chairperson

•  The next two seniormost Supreme Court judges

•  The law and justice minister; and

•  Two eminent persons, to be selected by a committee 
comprising the CJI, Prime Minister and leader of the 
opposition

Why the court struck down NJAC?
•  The court has held that the appointment of judges, along 

with primacy of judiciary and the CJI, was part of the basic 
structure of the Constitution and that the parliament, 
through NJAC act, violated this basic structure.

The Collegium system
•  The collegium system is the way by which judges of the 

Supreme Court and High Courts are appointed and 
transferred. 

•  The collegium system is not rooted in the Constitution or 
a specific law promulgated by Parliament, it has evolved 
through judgments of the Supreme Court.

	The collegium system evolved out of a series of 
judgments of the Supreme Court that are called the 
“Judges Cases”.

•  The Supreme Court Collegium is a five-member body, 
which is headed by the incumbent CJI and comprises the 
four other seniormost judges of the court at that time. 

•  Judges of the higher judiciary are appointed only 
through the collegium system, and the government 
has a role only after names have been decided by the 
collegium. 

•  Names recommended for appointment by a High Court 
collegium reach the government only after approval by 
the CJI and the Supreme Court collegium.

•  The role of the government in this entire process is limited 
to getting an inquiry conducted by the Intelligence 
Bureau (IB) if a lawyer is to be elevated as a judge in a 
High Court or the Supreme Court. 

•  The government can also raise objections and seek 
clarifications regarding the collegium’s choices, but if the 
collegium reiterates the same names, the government is 
bound to appoint them.

•  Sometimes the government delays making the 
appointments, especially in cases where the government 
is perceived to be unhappy with one or more judges 
recommended for appointment by the collegium. 

RIGHT TO RELIGION

Context: The Home Ministry recently told the Supreme Court that 
the right to religion does not include the right to convert other 
people to a particular religion, especially through fraud, deception, 
coercion, allurement and other means.
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Key details:
•  The Ministry said the word ‘propagate’ in Article 25 

(right to freedom of religion) does not include the right 
to convert. 

•  It is rather in the nature of a positive right to spread one’s 
religion by exposition of its tenets.

•  Fraudulent or induced conversion impinged upon the 
right to freedom of conscience of an individual apart 
from hampering public order and therefore, the state is 
well within its power to regulate or restrict it.

Right to Religion in Indian Constitution:
•  Article 25: Freedom of conscience and free profession, 

practice and propagation of religion.

•  Article 26: Freedom to manage religious affairs.

•  Article 27: Freedom as to payment of taxes for promotion 
of any particular religion. 

•  Article 28: Freedom as to attendance at religious 
instruction or religious worship in certain educational 
institutions.

Article 25
•  Article 25 guarantees freedom of religion to all persons 

in India. 

•  It provides that all persons in India, subject to public 
order, morality, health, and other provisions: 

	Are equally entitled to freedom of conscience, and 

	Have the right to freely profess, practice and 
propagate religion.

• This article shall not affect any existing law and shall 
not prevent the state from making any law relating to:

	Regulation or restriction	of	any	economic,	financial,	
political, or any secular activity associated with 
religious practice.

	Providing social welfare and reform.

	Opening of Hindu religious institutions of public 
character for all the classes and sections of the Hindus. 

Article 26
•  Article 26 confers a right on every religious 

denomination or any section of such religious 
denomination:

	to establish and maintain institutions for religious 
and charitable purposes;

	to manage its own affairs in matters of religion;

	to own and acquire movable and immovable 
property; 

	to administer such property in accordance with law.

•  The word ‘religious denomination’ is not defined in the 
constitution.

Article 27
•  Article 27 prevents a person from being compelled to 

pay any taxes which are meant for the payment of the 
costs incurred for the promotion or maintenance of any 
religion or religious denomination.

Article 28
•  Article 28 deals with the prohibition of religious instruction 

in the State-aided Institutions 

•  Article 28 prohibits: 

	Providing religious instructions in any educational 
institutions that are maintained wholly out of the 
state funds. 

	It shall not apply to those educational institutions 
administered by the states but established under 
endowment or trust requiring religious instruction 
to be imparted in such institution.

		Any person attending state recognized or state-funded 
educational institution is not required to take part 
in religious instruction or attend any workshop 
conducted in such an institution or premises of such 
educational institution.

IKSHAK SURVEY VESSEL

Context: Ikshak, the third of the four Survey Vessels (Large) (SVL) 
Project for Indian Navy was launched recently. 

Key details:
• The ship has been named ‘Ikshak’ which means ‘Guide’. 

• Survey ships towards facilitates safe passage for Mariners 
at Sea.   

• SVL ships will replace the existing Sandhayak Class 
survey ships with new generation hydrographic 
equipment to collect oceanographic data. 

• The hull of these ships is made from indigenously 
developed DMR 249-A steel manufactured by Steel 
Authority of India Limited.

• The primary role of the ships would be to undertake full 
scale coastal and deep-water hydrographic surveys of 
Ports and navigational channels. 

• The ships would also be deployed for collecting 
oceanographic and geophysical data for defence as well 
as civil applications. 

• In their secondary role, the ships are capable of providing 
limited defence, besides serving as Hospital ships during 
emergencies.
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EXERCISE AUSTRA HIND 22

Context: The bilateral training exercise “AUSTRA HIND 22” 

between contingents of the Indian Army and the Australian Army 

will be held recently. 

Key details:

•  This is the first exercise in the series of AUSTRA HIND 

with participation of all arms and services contingent 

from both armies.

•  The Indian Army is represented by troops from the 

DOGRA Regiment. 

•  Exercise AUSTRA HIND will be a yearly event that will be 

conducted alternatively in India and Australia. 

•  Aim: 

	to build positive military relations, 

	imbibe each other’s best practices and

	promote the ability to operate together 

	undertaking multi-domain operations in Semi deserts 

terrain under a UN peace enforcement mandate.

Dogra Regiment
•  The Dogra Regiment is an infantry regiment of the 

Indian Army. 

•  The regiment traces its roots directly from the 17th 
Dogra Regiment of the British Indian Army. 

•  When transferred to the Indian Army, the numeral 
prefix was removed. 

•  Dogra regiment has a fixed class composition: 
	 50 percent from Himachal Pradesh, 
	 25 percent from Jammu and Kashmir, and 
	 Rest from Punjab.

EXERCISE HARIMAU SHAKTI - 2022 

Context: India - Malaysia joint military Exercise Harimau Shakti 
-2022 commenced in Malaysia recently. 

Key details:
•  Exercise HARIMAU SHAKTI is an annual training event 

between the Indian and Malaysian Army which is being 
conducted since 2012.

•  Combat-experienced troops of the GARHWAL RIFLES 
Regiment of Indian Army are participating in the exercise. 

•  The scope of this exercise involves a Command Planning 
Exercise (CPX) at the Battalion

About Garhwal Rifles

•		 The	Garhwal	Rifles	is	an	infantry regiment of the Indian 

Army. 

•  It was originally raised in 1887 as the 39th (Garhwal) 

Regiment of the Bengal Army. 

•  It is mainly made up of Garhwali people from seven 

districts of Uttarakhand’s Garhwal region.

•  The regiment has a specialised scout battalion Garhwal 

Scouts, it is an elite infantry battalion specializing in 

long range reconnaissance and High altitude warfare. 

•  Garhwal Scouts are stationed permanently at Joshimath. 

•		 Unlike	 regular	 rifle	 regiments,	 they	 are	one of ten such 

units marching in the regular paces used in the Indian 

Army’s ceremonies.

BRAZILWOOD

Context: The 19th Conference of Parties (COP19) to the Convention 

on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) has 

maintained the national wood of Brazil, Brazilwood or Paubrasilia 

echinata, in Appendix II with changes in annotations.

Key details:
•	 • Brazil demanded it to be moved to Appendix I, which 

includes species threatened with extinction.

•	 • The tree species is fragmented and there is no known 

population estimate of the species spread. 

•	 • The tree faces threats from deforestation as the Atlantic 

Forest has been exploited.

•	 • The revision in annotation was made as there is no formal 

control of the international commercialisation of the bows 

for musical instruments after its entry in Appendix II in 2007.

About Paubrasilia echinata

•		 Paubrasilia	echinata	is	a	species	of	flowering	plant	in	the	

legume family, Fabaceae, that is endemic to the Atlantic 

Forest.

•  It is a Brazilian timber tree commonly known as 

Pernambuco wood or brazilwood and is the national tree 

of Brazil.

•  It is the premier wood used for making bows for stringed 

instruments.

•  The wood also yields a red dye called brazilin, which 

oxidizes to brazilein.


